steroid-induced cataract was notably absent. Finally the epidemiology of cataract is discussed and in particular its relationship to diabetes.
The book illustrates the advances that modem techniques have made possible in understanding the pathological process of cataract formation. It is hard reading for anyone without a substantial background in biochemistry and for this reason is likely to be of greatest interest to the research worker in this subject and in the field of geriatric research in general.
DAVID M WATSON
Epilepsy edited by Phillip Harris FRSEd FRCS FRCP and Clifford Mawdsley MD FRCP pp xiv+376 illustrated £12 London & Edinburgh: ChurchillLivingstone 1974 This book comprises the published proceedings of a symposium held in Edinburgh in July 1973 to commemorate the centenary of Hans Berger. The 56 contributions are grouped into those papers concerned with neurophysiological aspects, experimental and animal work (15), the management of epilepsy (16), surgery (12), and the problems of patients with epilepsy in the community (13). The contributions are brief and mostly consist of a synopsis of the author's work with appropriate references; in view of the many distinguished contributors it is this aspect which is most likely to be of interest to those who neither contributed nor attended. The volume concludes with a most interesting illustrated account by Professor Bloor of the scientific achievements of Hans Berger. The background to this book is almost more important than its contents. It should be understood that this is the report of a meeting convened by DHSS and held at Hertford College, Oxford, in the spring of 1974 to consider the results of research studies supported by DHSS into our health services.
However, there is more to it than this because it represents a follow up of the efforts of the Secretary of the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust (NPHT), Gordon McLachlan, to get the DHSS to present its research support to critical view and review. This book should be read in conjunction with two earlier publications, 'Portfolio for Health ' (1971) and 'Portfolio for Health 2' (1973) , where the DHSS research policy and supported grants are detailed. All these publications have been published by NPHT under Gordon McLachlan's editorship.
This book is a readable and interesting account of the issues, problems and dilemmas of health services research. There are contributions from the DHSS, F D Beddard, Sir Douglas Black and J J A Reid, on the philosophies and policy objectives. Walter Holland discusses the roles and difficulties of epidemiology; A Kushlick reports on his work and achievements for better services for the mentally handicapped in Wessex; A E Bennett records his experiences in investigating community hospitals in the Oxford region, and this leads to a useful discussion on the hospital service. Finally, there is a section that seeks to identify priorities and to relate these to the place of research in this field and to the difficulties in applying the results of research to the NHS in general.
This is a book that I can recommend as stimulating reading to all of us involved on committees or other bodies of the reorganized NHS.
JOHN FRY
Renal Dialysis edited by David Whelpton BSC PhD MInstP pp 152 illustrated £4.20 London: Sector Publishing 1974 This excellent little book consists of a series of papers presented at a Conference on Recent Advances in Biomedical Engineering of the Biological Engineering Society in 1973. It not only covers the technical problems associated with dialysis equipment already in use or in an advanced state of development, but also considers many of the practical problems of a home dialysis service. These include installation and maintenance of equipment, and the provision of back-up services needed in the event of variation or failure of domestic power and water supplies. The social and financial implications for the patients also receive consideration. A notable omission is the failure to discuss fully the difficulties of implementing new techniques in a service which, although expanding steadily, is still under considerable pressure because of its inability to provide treatment for all who need it. The financial implications of replacing worn and obsolete life support equipment also warrant further discussion.
Despite these criticisms this book is essential reading for all who are concerned with the care of patients with terminal renal failure. This applies not only to medical, nursing and technical staff but also to the new army of health service administrators whose new responsibilities include many aspects of the care of home dialysis patients.
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